
Coloring Book Project
Creating a Digital Coloring Page 



What makes a good coloring page?

• Create closed, simple shapes – It’s easier for people to understand 
the forms in your composition if you use closed, simple shapes 
instead of making marks everywhere. Consider how you can simplify 
the image into general shapes.



What makes a good coloring page?

• Use varying line widths – When you have a busy composition, it can 
be hard to tell one form from another or see which forms are in front 
of others. Varying your line width can help people distinguish one 
object from another or create a sense of depth. Try using thicker lines 
for objects in the front (if applicable) and thinner lines for ones in the 
background. Another option is to use thick lines for outlines and thin 
lines for inner/surface details.
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What makes a good coloring page?

• Incorporate shapes of different sizes – Have you ever looked at an 
adult coloring book and thought “Woah, that’s way too complicated!” 
because the shapes were really small? Consider keeping things 
interesting and easygoing by including shapes of many different sizes. 
This will also help to ensure that whoever will be enjoying your 
coloring page won’t have to worry about using tools that will be too 
large (e.g., markers with tips that are too big to stay inside the lines of 
tiny shapes).



What makes a good coloring page?

• If you want your coloring page to print well, you need to make sure that 
the digital file has a resolution of 300dpi. That means you need start with 
a digital canvas that is 300dpi or higher and/or you need to scan your 
traditional drawing at 300dpi or higher. If you try to increase the resolution 
mid-process or after you finish working on it digitally, your line quality will 
decrease. This will also happen if you try to increase the image size.
• An added note: You can use a traditional drawing if you don't have a 

scanner. You just need to make sure you're using a quality camera and be 
mindful of lighting. Try to photograph your drawing in even, natural light. If 
you hang the drawing or photograph it directly from above, you'll reduce 
the distortion caused by photographing at an angle.



What makes a good coloring page?

• The key is to use a hard, opaque brush for your lines, so they will be 
crisp and clean. I enjoy using a brush that has a little bit of texture 
along the edges, but a basic round brush works just as well. Try 
experimenting with different brush options to find what you like best.



Need to Draw Traditionally then Convert to 
Digital?
• You can create a clean coloring page from a scanned drawing if you 

prefer to draw with traditional tools or don’t have a tablet. The key 
with this method is usually to make a traditional drawing with bold 
lines (Markers or felt tip pens are best), so the scan will be clear. Of 
course you can “live trace” your drawing in Illustrator once it has been 
scanned.



Task

1. Create an original (8.5” x 11” letter size) 300 dpi artwork with open 
shapes and bold, black lines for someone to color. 
2. Use of the following themes: 
• GRATITUDE
• ANIMALS
• HEROES
• HOPE
• INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE
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